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County lines- what is it? 
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County lines is the term used to describe the approach 
taken by gangs, originating from large cities, who want to 

transport drugs and weapons to other counties and smaller 
towns. The ‘line‘ refers to the phone lines used to take the 

drug orders. The gangs, also known as OCGs (Organised 
Crime Gangs), use a business model with a clear hierarchy. 

The gang members are perpetrators of Child Criminal 
Exploitation (CCE) and the children are their victims. 

How do children get involved in county lines? 
OCGs recruit young people by grooming them. They create 
friendships or relationships and then convincing them, using 

methods of bribery, to carry drugs to the necessary 
destination. These relationships can begin online, using 

social media or in person. They will target children who seem 
vulnerable and who don‘t already have a criminal history. 

Who is vulnerable to county lines? 
Any child or young person can be a victim of county lines, 

and, although according to the National County Lines 
Coordination Centre, most of those involved are between 14- 
17 years old, primary school children and vulnerable adults 
are also targeted. Boys and girls may be targets and girls 

often perform different roles in an OCG and experience 
other harms such as sexual abuse and exploitation. 
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Talking To Your Child About Disordered Eating 

What to do if your child does have disordered eating 
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https://www.beateatingdisorders.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100092179222527
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100092179222527
https://www.instagram.com/the_enlightened_parent/

